
a funds transfer generator generating electronic funds 
transfer messages causing a transfer of an identified amount of 
funds for an identified payor and an /identified payee using bill 
data, the stored payee information fbr the payee and/or the 
stored payor information for the payor, 

a communication device far receiving bill data from a 
plurality of payees, and causing aA interactive device to present 
a plurality of transactions representing bills of at least two 
different payees. 



26. The bill paying system of claim 25 wherein the 
communication interface is respcpslver^to the payor's 
authorization of a bill to cau^$\ sai;d funds transfer interface to 
generate an electronic funds uramsfer message corresponding to 
the bill 



27. The bill paying system of' claim 26 wherein 
authorization of a bill is /indicated by direct entry and 
selection of an item representing a transaction presented using 
the interactive device. 



28. The systerfi of claim 25 wherein the interactive 
device comprises a digital computer under the control of the 

/ 2 



payor, and said transactions are present/ed to a payor on a 
computer display. 

29. The system of claim 25 therein the interactive 
device comprises a telephone under tme control of the payor, and 
said transactions are presented to aj payor via the telephone. 



30. The system of claim 2/5 wl^ereijn the interactive 
device comprises an automated tell 
control of the payor, and said tr. 
payor on an ATM display. 



lsactfioi 



e (ATM) under the 
are presented to a 



31. The system of claim 25 wherein said transactions 
identify a date by which funds are to be transferred from the 
payor to a payee in payment of /a bill. 

32. The system of c]/aim 25 wherein said interactive 
device permits specification pf a date by which funds are to be 
transferred from the payor t© a payee in payment of a bill . 



33. The system of/ claim 25 wherein said transactions 
identify an amount of funds to be transferred from the payor to a 
payee in payment of a bill/ 




34. The system of claim 25 /wherein said interactive 
device permits specification of an amount of funds to be 
transferred from the payor to a payee in payment of a bill. 

35. The system of claim/ 25 wherein said transactions 
identify a payee originating a biill. 



36. The system of clai/m 35^wherein a payee is 
identified by name. 



37. The system of cljaim 
identified by an identifier. 




in a payee is 



38. The system of claim 27 wherein the interactive 
device presents to the payor one or more functions, and the payor 
communication interface is /responsive to a payor's selection of a 
function at the interactive device. 



39. The system pf claim 38 wherein the payor 
communication interface Responds to selection of a reversal 



Lve device by generating one or more 



function at the interact 



electronic funds transfer messages transferring from an 
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identified payee and to an identified payor an amount previously 
transferred from the payor to the payee. 



40. The system of claim 2% wherein the control 
parameters for a payor include a maximum payment amount which may 
be transferred by the funds transfer interface, the system 
preventing transfers of funds which exceed the maximum payment 
amount, and wherein the payor communication interface responds to 
selection of a maximum paymen£ at the interactive device by 
altering the maximum payment/ amount f&f the payor. 




41. The system of claim /2/5 whjerein the control 
parameters for a payor include a iMr^mum interval time between 
transfers of funds to a single payee by the funds transfer 
interface, the system preventing a transfer of funds if any other 
transfer of funds for tine payor and payee occurred during the 
minimum interval of time identified for the payee in the stored 
control parameters of /the payor, and wherein the payor 
communication interface responds to selection of a minimum 
interval at the interactive device by altering the minimum 
interval time for tjrie payor. 

5 



i, comprising 



storage for payee information, 

storage for payor information, the payor information 
identifying one or more payees authorized by the payor to receive 
transfers of funds from the payor, and including control 
parameters defining the manner in which transfers of funds are to 
be performed, 

a payee communications interface receiving for use by 
the system, bill data from a payee, 

a funds transfer interface generating one or more 
electronic funds transfer messages transferring funds for a payor 
and a payee using bill data received from the payee, the stored 
payee information for the payee, and/or the stored payor 
information for the payor, 

the date of the transfer for at least one bill being 
determined absent payor intervention based on at least one of 
bill data for the bill, stored payor information and stored payee 
information, without regard to due dates of bills of other 
payees . 

^3 . The system of claim ^ wherein said funds transfer 
interface generates one or more electronic funds transfer 
messages in the absence of specific authorization from a payor. 



6 



4/4 . The system of claim 4^, wherein the stored control 
parameters for a payor identify a maximum amount to be 
transferred between a payor and each of the payees authorized by 
the payor to receive transfers of funds from the payor, the funds 
\ / transfer interface generating an electronic funds transfer 
A message for a payor and payee only if the amount to be thereby 
fy^ transferred does not exceed the maximum amount identified for the 
payee in the stored control parameters of the payor. 

/ The system of claim ^2, wherein the stored control 

\^^parameters for a payor identify a minimum interval of time 

between generation of electronic funds transfer messages, the 
funds transfer interface generating an electronic funds transfer 
message for a payor and payee only if no other transfer of funds 
for the payor and payee occurred during the minimum interval of 
time identified for the payee in the stored control parameters of 
the payor. 

$ ( 

4y6. The system of claim ^2 wherein said bill data 
identifies a date by which funds are to be transferred from the 
payor to a payee in payment of a bill. 
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. The system of claim 42 wherein said bill data 
identifies an amount of funds to be transferred from the payor to 
a payee in payment of a bill. * 

1 i 

ofo . The system of claim ^2 wherein said bill data 
identifies a payee originating a bill. 

% 1 

The system of claim ^ wherein a payee is 
identified by name. 

E^&. The system of claim 4y& wherein a payee is 
identified by an identifier. 

(7> t 

^1. The system of claim 4^ wherein the stored payor w 
information includes a financial institution account number that 
corresponds to a government account . 

^2. The system of claim ^2 further comprising 
storage for bill records corresponding to generated 

electronic funds transfer messages, and 

a payor communication interface presenting stored bill 

records to a payor so that a payor may review an account of fund 

transfer activity. 



8 



IX ([ 

3 . The system of claim 5^ wherein 



the payor communication interface receives a reversal 
directive from a payor corresponding to a reverseable stored bill 
record, and 

the funds transfer interface responds to the reversal 
directive by generating one or more reverse electronic funds 
transfer message transferring funds from the payee identified in 
the reverseable bill record and to the payor identified in the 
reverseable bill record. 

3 4 . The system of claim Efi> wherein 
^ the payee information identifies a provisional period 
indicating a period of time during which the payor may cause a 



reverse transfer, and 

the funds transfer interface does not respond to a 
reversal directive received from a payor outside of the 
provisional period. 

^4. The system of claim 4^2 further comprising 
a payor communication interface receiving a payor 
control message from a payor identifying at least one of a 
payment amount and payment date for a payment to be made to an 
identified payee, and wherein 



id 



m 
1=1= 



the funds transfer interface uses the payment amount or 
payment date identified by the payor control message when 
generating an electronic funds transfer message transferring 
funds for the payor originating the payor control message and the 
payee identified in the payor control message. 

5^. The system of claim Aj[ wherein the payee 
communication interface receives a payee control message from a 
payee, and modifies the payee information for the payee 
originating the payee control message in response to the content 
of the payee control message. 



5/7. A bill paying method, comprising 

storing payee information for each of a plurality of 

payees, 

a storing payor information, tzfhe payor information 

including parameters establishedyby j|/payor for enabling 
transfers of funds to a paye^e from the payor establishing the 
parameters, 

generating electronic funds transfer messages causing a 
transfer of an identified/ amount of funds for an identified payor 
and an identified payee yusing bill data, the stored payee 
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information for the payee and/or the storey payor information for 
the payor, 

receiving bill data from a plurality of payees, and 
causing an interactive device to present a plurality of 
transactions representing bills of at least two different payees, 



58. The bill paying me/hod^of/ claim 57 further 
comprising responding to the pafygfrYs 
generating an electronic funds /t/ansfe 
the bill 



uthorization of a bill by 
essage corresponding to 



59. The bill paying method of claim 58 wherein 
authorization of a bill is indicated by direct entry and 
selection of an item /representing a transaction presented using 
the interactive device. 



60. The method of claim 57 wherein the interactive 
device comprises a digital computer under the control of the 
payor, and said transactions are presented to a payor on a 
computer display. 
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61. The method of claim 57 wherein t#e interactive 
device comprises a telephone under the control of the payor, and 
said transactions are presented to a payoi/ via the telephone. 

/ ! 

62. The method of claim 57 wherein the interactive 

device comprises an automated teller /machine (ATM) under the 
control of the payor, and said trarjsactip^s are presented to a 
payor on an ATM display. 




63. The method of cl^im £7~/wherein said transactions 
identify a date by which funas are to be transferred from the 
payor to a payee in payment/of a bill. 

64. The method/of claim 57 wherein said interactive 
device permits specification of a date by which funds are to be 
transferred from the /jpayor to a payee in payment of a bill. 



65. The /method of claim 57 wherein said transactions 
identify an amount of funds to be transferred from the payor to a 
payee in paymeryt of a bill. 
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66. The method of claim 57 wherein said interactive 
device permits specification of an amoun/t of funds to be 
transferred from the payor to a payee im. payment of a bill. 

67. The method of claim 57/wherein said transactions 
identify a payee originating a bill. 



68. The method of claim/ 67 whepejin a payee is 
identified by name. 



69. The method of cl^im 
identified by an identifier 




in a payee is 



m 



70. The method off claim 59 wherein the interactive 
device presents to the payor one or more functions, and further 
comprising responding to /a payor's selection of a function at the 
interactive device . 



71. The metnod of claim 70 further comprising 
responding to selecti/on of a reversal function at the interactive 
device by generating/ one or more electronic funds transfer 
messages transferring from an identified payee and to an 
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identified payor an amount previously transferred from the payor 
to the payee. 



72. The method of claim 57/ wherein the control 
parameters for a payor include a maximum payment amount which may 
be transferred by the funds transfer interface, the method 
preventing transfers of funds whicp exceed^the maximum payment 
amount, and further comprising resfpondi^g (to selection of a 
maximum payment at the interactivje dtfryce by Altering the maximum 
payment amount for the payor. 




73. The method of claim 57 wherein the control 
parameters for a payor include/ a minimum interval time between 
transfers of funds to a singl^ payee by the funds transfer 
interface, the method preventing a transfer of funds if any other 



transfer of funds for the p^yor and payee occurred during the 
minimum interval of time identified for the payee in the stored 
control parameters of the payor, and further comprising 

' v. ■ 

responding to selection ofi a minimum interval at the interactive 

/ 

device by altering the minimum interval time for the payor. 

7^.*^ bill payinc/ method, comprising 
storing payee information, 
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storing payor information, the' payor information 
identifying one or more payees authorized by the payor to receive 
transfers of funds from the payor, /and including control 
parameters defining the manner yn which transfers of funds are to 
be performed, 

receiving for usef, bill data from a payee, 
generating one' or more electronic funds transfer 
messages transferring/funds for a payor and a payee using bill 
data received from /the payee, the stored payee information for 
the payee, and/o/ the stored payor information for the payor, 

the Aate of the transfer for at least one bill being 
determined a&sent payor intervention based on at least one of 
bill data/for the bill, stored payor information and stored payee 
information, without regard to due dates of bills of other 
payej 

. The method of claim 1A further comprising 
generating one or more electronic funds transfer messages in the 
absence of specific authorization from a payor. 

7/6. The method of claim ^4, wherein the stored control 
parameters for a payor identify a maximum amount to be 
transferred between a payor and each of the payees authorized by 
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the payor to receive transfers of funds from the payor, and 
further comprising generating an electronic funds transfer 
message for a payor and payee only if the amount to be thereby 
transferred does not exceed the maximum amount identified for the 
payee in the stored control parameters of the payor. 



a , fa 

vmd 



ijl \ The method of claim 7^, therein the stored control 

parameters for a payor identify a minimum interval of time 

between generation of electronic funds transfer messages, and 
I 

\ /further comprising generating an electronic funds transfer 

imessage for a payor and payee only if no other transfer of funds 
for the payor and payee occurred during the minimum interval of 
time identified for the payee in the stored control parameters of 
the payor. 

>0 Iff 

lj& . The method of claim j/a wherein said bill data 
identifies a date by which funds are to be transferred from the 
payor to a payee in payment of a bill. 

X 

> [ ..(If 

^9. The method of claim ifa wherein said bill data 
identifies an amount of funds to be transferred from the payor to 
a payee in payment of a bill. 



16 



8j0 . The method of claim 74 wherein said bill data 
identifies a payee originating a bill. 

^1 . The method of claim yQ wherein a payee is 
identified by name. 

The method of claim ^0 wherein a payee is 
identified by an identifier. 

$ • T ^ e met hod of claim ^4 wherein the stored payor 



information includes a financial institution account number that 
corresponds to a government account . 

^4. The method of claim 1/A further comprising 
storing bill records corresponding to generated 

electronic funds transfer messages, and 

presenting stored bill records to a payor so that a 

payor may review an account of fund transfer activity. 

•-Z7 ^ 

The method of claim ^4 further comprising 
receiving a reversal directive from a payor 
corresponding to a reverseable stored bill record, and 



• 



responding to the reversal directive by generating one 
or more reverse electronic funds transfer message transferring 
funds from the payee identified in the reverseable bill record 
and to the payor identified in the reverseable bill record. 

The method of claim further comprising 



identifying a provisional period indicating a period of 
time during which the payor may cause a reverse transfer, and 
ignoring a reversal directive received from a payor 
outside of the provisional period. 

t r 

ffl . The method of claim y4 further comprising 

receiving a payor control message from a payor 

/'identifying at least one of a payment amount and payment date for 

/ 

a payment to be made to an identified payee, and further 
comprising 

using the payment amount or payment date_ident i f ied by 




the payor control message when generating an electronic funds 
transfer message transferring funds for the payor originating the 
payor control message and the payee identified in the payor 
control message. 
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8^. The method of claim ijt further comprising receiving 
a payee control message from a payee, and modifying the payee 
information for the payee originating the payee control message 
in response to the content of the payee control message. 
" " Respectfully submitted, 
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